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To: Members of the Historical Commission
From: Eric Hill, Survey Director
Re: D-1545: MIT Cyclotron Building 44 51 Vassar Stredt1962

An application talemolishthe building ab1 VassaStreet wasubmittedon December 102019
The applicantThe Massachusetts Institute Tiéchnologywasnotified of an initial determination of
significance and a public hearing svecheduled fadanuary 22019.

Site

TheMIT Cyclotronis located on theorthsideof Vassar Street, mitilock between Main Street and
Massachusetts Avenu€he Boston & Albany Grand Junction Branch rail line runs along the north
sideof Building 44.Thebuilding is sited on darge institutional lot (52A31), running along the north-
ern side of Vassar Street to the railroad tracks and includes multiple gsildmResidentialC-3B
zoning districtandin the MIT Overlay Zoning District
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Building 44 is surrounded by MIT properties on all sides. To the north, over the railroad tracks is the
Albany Street Parking Garage (N4); to the east is the Brain and Cognitive Sciences Complex (Building
46); to the west is the MIT Power Plant (Building)4and across Vassar Street are the Vassar Street
Buildings (36, 34, 38, 39 & 37).
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51 Vassar Street, MIT Building 4facing west on Vassar Street. CHC staff photo12/2619

Architectural Description

TheMIT Cyclotron Buildingis aModernlaboratory structure which was constructed in 196

two-story structure sits atop a concrete foundation and is rectangular in form, with the longest facades
fronting Vassar Street and the railrdaacks anchasa flat rubber membrane rodthe mainfagade is
organized intdenbays, with the entry door locategtween the7and 8" bays from the leftThe

front door and side lights asheltered by a cantilevereaetalawning. A loading bay consisting of

double doors is located between tfeahd 29 bays from the left. Exterior walls are a pailow

brick in a running bond. The cornice consists of four soldier courses which is more decorative than
functional as it$ flush with the facade. The fenestration is located within the slightly recessed vertical
bays which run the height of the building and slope outward at the cornice.

A metal fire escape is located on the east side elevation.-Atonewing at the wesinel is topped by
a flat roof with pipe railing and mechanical equipment.






51 Vassar Street, MIT Building 44, Vassar Street entranc€HC staff photo12/2619



Aerial view of MIT, Cyclotron Building 44 circled. CHC Patriquin Collection, taken 1947.

MIT is proposing to replace Building 44 withe new Stephen A. Schwarzm@ollege of Computing
Building, designed by Skidmore, Owings & Merrifccording toMIT,

The new building will be an interdisciplinary hub for work in computer science, Atrtificial In-
telligence (Al), data science, and related fields that contribute to the design and use of compu-
ting. I't will span MI To6s f i wartsshaniaonted asdse+i t h
cial sciences, architecture and urban planning, business management, and data acquisition
hardware and physics.

The site was selected for its physical proximity to related departments in buildings 46 and 32
as well as in the Main Bup. The development of this site is an opportunity to activate this
portion of Vassar Street with welcoming entries to public ground floor program and improved
site and landscape conditions.

The building is planned to include approximately 165,000 GSffick, lab and collaborative
study space. Fifty faculty members and their research groups will be housed in the building.
The design firm of Skidmore, Owings & Merrill (SOM) was selected by way of a design com-
petition. The project is currently in concegt design. The target construction start date is Q1
2021 with project completion in Q1 2033pplicant submittal]



